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The Wood Turning Center’s International Turning Exchange (ITE) is an annual residency program for professional lathe 
turners, scholars and photojournalists from around the world. 

 

2003 INTERNATIONAL TURNING EXCHANGE RESIDENT FELLOWS 
 

Eli Avisera, Lathe Artist, Israel      Alexandra Alevizatos Kirtley, Scholar, USA 
Kevin Burrus, Lathe Artist, USA     Thierry Martenon, Lathe Artist, France 
Mark Hancock, Lathe Artist, Wales    Jamie Russell, Furniture Maker, Canada 
Ron Kanter, Photojournalist, USA 
 

2003 CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please send your registration with advance payment by July 18 
 

Mail to: Wood Turning Center, 501 Vine Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106 Fax: 215-923-4403 
Or register on line at www.woodturningcenter.org  
 

  Yes, I want to attend Open Community Day on July 20      Yes, I want to attend the allTURNatives: Form + Spirit 
$15 includes lunch and all activities    Exhibition Conference on August 2 
_____ Number of people @ $15 each = Total Payment _____    $55 members / $65 non-members $100 ITE Supporter 
    (after July 18:  $75 members / $85 non-members) 

    _____Number of people @_______each = Total Payment  ______    
 

Payment Method:   Check enclosed   Visa   MasterCard (please note we only accept Visa or MasterCard) 
 

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

City ________________________________________________________________ State _____________ Zip ________________    
 

Phone ______-_____________  Evening Phone _______-_____________ e-mail ________________________________________ 
 

Credit Card # _________________________________________________________  Exp. Date ____________________________ 
 

Cardholder’s Signature  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

allTURNatives: Form + Spirit  Exhibition Opening and Conference  August 1 and 2, 2003 
 

Please join us for the annual International Turning Exchange Exhibition Opening and Conference concluding the ITE program.  
Events will include the allTURNATIVES: Form+ Spirit opening, the Wood Turning Center’s annual meeting and lunch, presentations 
by the ITE resident fellows, tours through Old City’s galleries and a banquet. 
 

 

Opening - A First Friday Event !  Meet the resident fellows and enjoy the installation  
 Friday, August 1        5:30 – 8pm  of work depicting the ITE experience.  

An opportunity to purchase work from the exhibition.                 
Exhibition Conference 

 Saturday August 2   12:30 – 8pm 
 

   WTC Annual Meeting, 2003   -   Lunch will be served.     12:30 – 2 pm 
   Gallery Talk by the ITE Resident Fellows                   2 pm – 4 pm  

  Learn more about the ITE program as the resident fellows present and discuss their work. 
               Old City Scavenger Hunt   -   Explore area galleries in search of lathe art.     4 pm – 6 pm 

  The owner of the first completed hunt list receives a sampling of WTC publications– a $100 value! 
  Banquet   -  Information will be sent upon registration.      6 pm – 8 pm 

 

   Free parking is available at the Wood Turning Center 

2003 Open Community Day -  Sunday July 20 - 9am-4pm 
Spend the day with the ITE resident fellows in their workshop as they  

demonstrate their skills and discuss their work. $15 fee includes lunch. 
 

The University of the Arts, Wood Working Department Anderson Hall, 4th floor, 333 South Broad Street, Philadelphia 
Parking is available at Broad and Pine and throughout the area. 

 

Presented by the Wood Turning Center, University of the Arts and local chapters of the American  Association of Woodturners:  
Bucks Woodturners, Keystone Woodturners and Lehigh Woodturners. 
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2003 INTERNATIONAL TURNING EXCHANGE RESIDENT FELLOWS 
 

El i  Avi sera  was  bo r n  and  g re w up  i n  Je r usa lem,  I s rae l ,  whe re  he  con t i nues  t o  l i v e  
w i t h  h i s  w i fe  and  th r ee  ch i l d r en .  A  ve te r an  teacher  o f  wood tu rn i ng  and  ca r v ing ,  
Av i se ra  spen t  1995  and  1996  i n  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes  v i s i t i ng  and  l ea r n ing  tu rn ing  
sk i l l s  f r om reno wned  tu rne rs  suc h  as  Rude  Oso ln i k ,  Dav id  E l l s wo r th ,  Ray  K ey ,  and  
John  J o rdan .  Among  many  woodwork ing  me thods ,  Av i s e ra  spec ia l i zes  i n  segmen t  
and  i n l ay  t echn iques .  I n  t e rms  o f  a r t i s t i c  p r opens i t y ,  t he  a r t i s t  s t resses ,  “ I  p l ac e  
g rea t  emphas is  on  des ign  and  aes the t i cs .  A s  a  t eacher ,  I  am ve r y  conc e rned  wi t h  
t hese  t wo  s ub jec t s  and  the i r  i n f l uence  on  the  f i n i shed  p r oduc t . ”  Av i se ra  i s  ready  to  
l ea r n  ne w techn iques  f rom o the r  res iden ts  and  app l y  t hem to  h i s  work  i n  t he  
res idenc y .  
 
Ke vin  Bur rus  has  a  B FA in  wood  f rom the  Oregon  Co l l ege  o f  A r t  and  Cr a f t .  He  
desc r i bes  h i s  a r t i s t i c  c once r ns  as ,  “M y  c rea t i ve  p r ocess  i s  mo t i va t ed  by  t he  pu rsu i t  
and  exp lo r a t i on  o f  f o r m ,  ma te r i a l ,  and  env i r onmen t .  W i th  t ha t  i n  m ind  mos t  o f  m y  
ma te r i a l s  a re  pos t  consumer  pape r  and  sa l vaged  wood .  T he  mos t  impor tan t  aspec t  
o f  m y wo r k  i s  t he  c oncep tua l  na tu re  and  con ten t  o f  t he  ma te r i a l s  and  t he  
re la t i onsh ip  i t  has  t o  t he  f i na l  f o rm . ”  
 
Mark  Hancock  has  been  tu rn ing  wood  fo r  t he  pas t  f ou r t een  yea rs .  F rom emp loy i ng  
s imp le  des ign  to  b r i ng i ng  ou t  t he  na tu ra l  beau t y  o f  t he  ma te r i a l ,  he  no w exp lo res  
l i ne  and  fo r m  in  h i s  des ign .  As  he  says ,  “T h i s  has  evo l v ed  to  m y  recen t  work  w i t h  
ho l l o w vess e l s  bas ed  a round  a  v ase  fo rm w i th  exagger a ted  r ims  wh ich  a re  pa r t l y  
cu t  a way  and  shaped  to  g i ve  the  p iec e  a  s ense  o f  m ov emen t .  T he  i nsp i ra t i on  fo r  
t hese  cam e  f rom the  image  o f  a  f a l l i ng  d r op  o f  wa t e r .  Fo r  t hese  I ’ v e  worked  m a in l y  
i n  s yc amor e ,  a t t emp t ing  to  use  i t s  sub t l e  cha rac te r i s t i c s  t o  comp lemen t  t he  s imp le  
f l o w and  e l egance  I  a t t emp t  t o  ach iev e  i n  t he  fo rms . ”  
 
Ron Kanter ' s  f i lms  on  a r t ,  educa t i on ,  and  soc ia l  i ss ues  have  been  s een  na t i ona l l y  
on  PBS,  CBS,  and  cab le  T V  as  we l l  as  i n t e rna t i ona l l y  t h rough  F rench  T e lev i s ion .  
Du r ing  h i s  ca ree r ,  Kan te r  has  rece i ved  many  p r es t i g i ous  a war ds  i n  b roadc as t i ng  
i nc lud i ng  t wo  Emm y 's ,  t he  Penns y l v an ia  As soc ia ted  P r ess  A ward ,  t he  Am er i can  
F i lm  Fes t i va l  Red  R ibbon ,  t he  In te rna t i ona l  F i lm  &  T e lev i s i on  Fes t i va l  o f  Ne w York  
Go ld  A war d ,  and  the  Na t i ona l  Counc i l  f o r  Educa t i ona l  Wr i t i ng  B roadcas t  A war d .  H i s  
goa l  i n  doc umen t i ng  the  res idenc y  p rog ram  i s  t o  c rea te  a  f i lm  whose  fo rm i s  a  
re f l ec t i on  o f  i t s  sub jec t ;  t o  t r ans fo rm docum en ta t i on  th r ough  i n te r p re ta t i on .  As  he  
says ,  " I f  t he  v i e wer  r esponds  to  m y  sub jec t  ra the r  t han  m y  f i lm ,  I  kno w I  have  
succeeded . "  
 
Al exandra  Al e vi za tos  K i r t l ey  g ra tua ted  f rom  the  Un iv e r s i t y  o f  De lawa re ,  Ne wa rk ,  
De la wa r e  w i th  a  m as te r  deg r ee  o f  a r t s .  She  i s  cu r ren t l y  ass i s tan t  cu ra to r  i n  t he  
Amer i can  Deco ra t i v e  A r t s  Depar t men t  a t  t he  Ph i l ade lph ia  Mus eum o f  A r t .  As  the  
res iden t  f e l l o w sc ho la r ,  K i r t l e y  p l ans  to  i n te rv ie w tu r ne rs  and  l ea rn  abou t  t he  t r ade  
d i rec t l y  f r om c ra f t smen  as  we l l  as  do  doc um en ta r y  and  a rch i v a l  r es ea rch ,  wh ic h  i s  
pa r t  o f  he r  l a rge r  r esea rc h  on  " tu rne rs  as  a r t i sans  i n  ea r l y  19 t h  cen tu r y  
Ph i l adeph ia . "  
 
A  p ro fess iona l l y  t r a i ned  cab ine t  make r ,  Th ier ry  Mar tenon  t u rned  to  wood tu rn ing  
w i t h  g r ea t  pass i on  i n  1998 .  I n  add i t i on  to  sea rch ing  f o r  t he  u l t ima te  s imp le  and  
pu r i f i ed  fo r m ,  t he  su r face  t r ea tm en t  has  been  Mar tenon ' s  ma jo r  c once r n  o f  l a te .  
Va r ious  too l s  suc h  as  a  b l o w to rch  o r  cha insa w and  p rec i s e  kno wledge  o f  
t echn iques  a re  emp loyed  to  i nvok e  the  accen ts  o f  l i gh t  and  da rk ness .  Mar tenon  i s  
ready  t o  s ha re  i deas  and  v a r i ous  techn iques  w i t h  h i s  f e l l o w r es i den ts  t o  impr ove  
h i s  work .  
 
Jamie  Russe l l  uses  l i nes  to  c r ea te  sens ua l ,  o f t en  hum ourous  fo r ms  comp lemen ted  
by  the  beau t y  o f  wood  i n  h i s  f u rn i t u re .  He  a l s o  emp loys  l i t e ra l  an ima l  images  i n  h i s  
wo rk .  Russ e l l ' s  cu r ren t  endeavo r  i s  t o  " l e t  t he  l i nes  t rav e l  and  i n te r ac t  as  h i s  eye  
sugges ts  ra the r  t han  fo rc ing  them in to  a  p r e -conc e ived  l i t e r a l  s hape . "  Russ e l l  i s  
l ook i ng  fo r wa rd  t o  t he  techn ica l  and  aes the t i c  i ns p i ra t i ons  wh i l e  i n te rac t i ng  w i t h  h i s  
f e l l o w r es iden ts . 


